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The Current Issue: 

Help Get Water Moving South Out Of Lake Okeechobee 
Take Action Now 

 

Florida Governor Scott has declared a state of emergency in Lee County because of the impact of 
excessive releases of contaminated and nutrient-laden water from Lake Okeechobee into the Caloosahatchee 
River and estuary.  These releases, an all-too-frequent summer occurrence, have been made even worse this 
year when excessive winter rains resulted in these same releases during the peak of the tourist season.  Such 
releases have a severe negative impact on the waters of the San Carlos Bay and the Refuge including loss of 
submerged sea-grasses and oyster beds, severe water discoloration due to dissolved organics, and the 
periodic appearance of red tide and other algal blooms. These same impacts are also a significant deterrent to 
those who visit Sanibel Island and, as such, threats not only to the environment but to the tourist-driven 
economy of Southwest Florida.  Early summer rains combined with residual higher than normal Lake O levels 
from the heavy winter rainfall recently precipitated a new round of releases with coffee-colored water now 
again surrounding much of Sanibel Island and threatening the ecology of Refuge    
 

Some 2016 positive action on the part of our lawmakers and government agencies included adoption 
by the Florida legislature of the Legacy Florida Bill which commits up to $200M yearly for twenty years to 
Everglades restoration and the related management of Lake O.  However, one vital remedial step, repeatedly 
cited as critical in expert opinions on Everglades restoration, is still pitifully lagging – the storage, movement 
and treatment of water south of the Lake.  The US Army Corps of Engineers, the ultimate authority for Lake O 
management, have included this in their Integrated Delivery Schedule (IDS) (master plan) for Everglades 
restoration.  But IDS planning for such a step (not actually doing it!) is not scheduled to start until 2020.   
Please join several local elected officials, including Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane, and contact both the Army 
Corps and the South Florida Water Management District requesting their urgent action to begin the planning 
for moving water South NOW. 
 

All you need to do is e-mail the following contacts, express your concern for the continuing releases 
out of Lake Okeechobee and their impact on the Refuge, and request that they support an immediate start for 
planning the EAA storage & ASR component of the IDS   

 
Relevant contacts are: 

The Honorable Jo-Ellen Darcy, Asst. Secretary of the Army (Civil Works)  joellen.darcy@us.army.mil 
 Col. Jason Kirk, Commander Jacksonville District, Army Corps of Engineers   jason.a.kirk@usace.army.mil 

The Honorable Rick Scott, Governor of the State of Florida   rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
   Dan O’Keefe, Board Chairman, South Florida Water Management District  dokeefe@sfwmd.gov 

Peter Antonacci, Executive Director, South Florida Water Management District  pantonacci@sfwmd.gov 
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